INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC DEBATE ASSOCIATION

CODE OF ETHICS

THE INTERNATIONAL PuBLIC DEBATE ASSOCIATION {IPDA) WAS FOUNDED TO SERVE THE NEEDS OF THOSE
WISHING TO ENHANCE THEIR RHETORICAL SKILLS BY PROMOTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF AUDIENCE CENTERED
DEBATE AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF REAL-WORLD COMMUNICATIVE SKILLS. TO THIS END, IT HAS SOUGHT TO
CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT OPEN TO ALL. THIS CODE OF ETHICS IS INTENDED TO PROMOTE THE
EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF THE IPDA BY SERVING AS A GUIDE FOR RIGHT CONDUCT WITHIN THE COMPETITIVE
MODEL ESTABLISHED WITHIN THE CONSTITUTION.

IMPLICIT IN THE IDEA OF COMPETITION IS THE DESIRE TO WIN. ‘HOWEVER, THE COMPETITIVE MODEL IS
MERELY A MEANS TO THE END FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE IPDA. THE PRIMARY
GOAL SHOULD BE TO HELP ALL PARTICIPANTS, EVEN ONE'S COMPETITORS, LEARN HOW TO BE AN EFFECTIVE,
RESPONSIBLE COMMUNICATOR. ANY ACTION THAT UNDERMINES THAT GOAL SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
UNETHICAL. THE FOLLOWING GENERAL GUIDELINES ARE BASED ON THAT PREMISE.

1. COMPETITORS:

COMPETITORS SHOULD MAINTAIN CREDIBILITY, HONESTY, INTEGRITY AND COURTESY AT ALL TIMES DURING
THEIR PARTICIPATION IN AND AROUND TOURNAMENTS. THEIR DELIVERY SHOULD BE OF A CRED!BLE NATURE,
INCLUDING TOPIC INTERPRETATION AND ARGUMENTATION. THEY SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO
CONSTRUCTIVELY DISCUSS CONTROVERSIAL iSSUES, YET TREAT OPPONENTS AND PERSONS WITH RESPECT. IN
ADDITION, ALL ACTIONS AT IPDA EVENTS SHOULD PROMOTE A POSITIVE IMAGE FOR THE IPDA.

2. JUDGES:

JUDGES SHOULD AT ALL TIMES PRACTICE OBJECTIVITY AND OPENNESS TO NEW IDEAS, AND WORK TO
PROVIDE POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE COMMENTS, DECISIONS, AND EVALUATIONS TO HELP COMPETITORS
ACHIEVE SUCCESS, REGARDLESS OF AFFILIATION.

3. PROGRAM DIRECTORS AND/OR COACHES:

PROGRAM DIRECTORS AND/OR COACHES SHOULD STRIVE TO MAKE PEDAGOGY THEIR PRIMARY GOAL IN IPDA
ACTIVITIES. [N ADDITION, THEY SHOULD STRIVE TO INSTILL A SENSE OF ETHICS IN THEIR INDIVIDUAL SQUADS
AND MAINTAIN AN ETHICAL STANCE ON ISSUES INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE ABOVE ISSUES, WITH
THEIR TEAMS, JUDGES AND ACTIONS IN IPDA ACTIVITIES.

IN CONCLUSION, THE PROMOTION OF ETHICAL BEHAVIOR, AND THE EDUCATION AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF
COMPETITORS, REGARDLESS OF PROGRAM AFFILIATION SHOULD BE THE PRIMARY CONCERN OF ALL MEMBERS
AND PARTICIPANTS IN THIS ORGANIZATION. IN DOING SO, IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE LETTER AND
THE INTENT OF THIS STATEMENT SHOULD BE FOLLOWED.



